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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Sliould the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
Michael McKenna on 2/17/2006. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

The following new abstract has been added to replace the previous version. 
ABSTRACT 

Air propulsion system for a boat comprises an internal combustion engine for powering a 
propeller in a single rotational direction. A pivoting mechanism pivots the propulsion system 
through a 360 degree arc about a transverse horizontal axis from a first position in which the 
propeller produce a forward thrust, through a second position in which the propeller produces a 
downward neutral thrust and a turning torque, to a third position in which the propeller produce a 
reverse thrust, to a fourth position in which the propeller produces an upward neutral thrust and 
a turning torque. The turning torque produced by the propeller turns the boat to the left in the 
second position and to the right in the fourth position. The engine is adapted to pivot with the 
propeller and continues to operate under throttle control in all pivoted orientations. 
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In the SPECIFICATION 

• On page 3 (line 12), after "boat with means for rotating", - , or pivoting, - has been 
inserted. 

• On page 8 (line 17), after "for propelling includes", - a pivoting mechanism, or - 
has been inserted. 

• On page 9 (line 13), before "6", - including a securing mechanism - has been 
inserted. 

• On page 9 (line 13), after numeral "6", - attaching - has been inserted. 

• On page 9 (line 19), after "means for propelling 10 includes", - a pivoting 
mechanism, or - has been inserted. 

• On page 10 (line 15), before "means for rotating 4", - pivoting mechanism, or the 
- has been inserted. 

In the CLAIMS 

• Claims 17-20, 23 and 24 have been cancelled; 
The following new claims have been added 

25. (New) An air powered boat having an air propulsion system comprising: 
a) means for propelling the boat in every one of a fonward, reverse and at least one neutral 
thrust turning direction having an engine powering a propeller in a single rotational direction, 
said engine is an internal combustion engine, said means for propelling includes a pivoting 
mechanism for pivoting the propeller about a transverse horizontal axis from a first position in 
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which the propeller produces a thrust to move the boat forward through a second position in 
which the propeller produces a downward neutral thrust to a third position in which the propeller 
produces a thrust to move the boat in reverse; 

b) a securing mechanism attaching the means for propelling to the boat; and 

c) a fuel system with a fuel reservoir supported on a frame at an elevation above the 
internal combustion engine so that the fuel is fed to the engine by gravity when the propeller is 
in any pivoted orientation. 



26. (New) An air powered boat having an air propulsion system comprising: 

a) means for propelling the boat in every one of a forward, reverse and at least one neutral 
thrust turning direction having an engine powering a propeller in a single rotational direction, 
said engine is an internal combustion engine, said means for propelling includes a pivoting 
mechanism for pivoting the propeller about a transverse horizontal axis from a first position in 
which the propeller produces a thrust to move the boat forward through a second position in 
which the propeller produces a downward neutral thrust to a third position in which the propeller 
produces a thrust to move the boat in reverse; 

b) a securing mechanism attaching the means for propelling to the boat; and 

c) a fuel system with a fuel reservoir supported on a frame at an elevation above the 
transverse horizontal axis so that the fuel is fed to the engine by gravity when the propeller is in 
any pivoted orientation. 

27. (New) The air powered boat of claim 26, wherein the fuel system further comprises a 
flexible fuel line between the fuel reservoir and the engine. 
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28. (New) The air powered boat of claim 27, wherein the engine is pivotable with the 
propeller about the transverse horizontal axis, and wherein the flexible fuel line is operational 
when the engine is pivoted in any orientation about the transverse horizontal axis. 

29. (New) An air powered boat having an air propulsion system comprising: 

a) means for propelling the boat in every one of a fonA^ard, reverse and at least 

one neutral thrust turning direction having an engine powering a propeller in a single rotational 
direction wherein the means for propelling includes a pivoting mechanism for pivoting the 
propeller about a transverse horizontal axis from a first position in which the axis of the propeller 
is disposed horizontally to produce a thrust to move the boat forward through a second position 
in which the propeller produces a neutral thrust turning torque to a third position in which the 
axis of the propeller is disposed horizontally to produce a thrust to move the boat in reverse to a 
fourth position in which the propeller produces a neutral thrust turning torque, wherein the 
second position produces a downward neutral thrust turning torque which turns the boat to the 
left and the fourth position produces an upward neutral thrust turning torque which turns the 
boat to the right; and 

b) a securing mechanism attaching the means for propelling to the boat. 

30. (New) An air powered boat having an air propulsion system comprising: 
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a) means for propelling the air boat in every one of a fonA^ard, reverse and at least one 
neutral thrust turning direction having an engine powering a propeller in a single rotational 
direction, wherein the means for propelling includes a pivoting mechanism for pivoting the 
propeller about a transverse horizontal axis from a first position in which the axis of the propeller 
is disposed horizontally to produce a thrust to move the boat forward through a second position 
in which the propeller produces a neutral thrust turning torque to a third position in which the 
axis of the propeller is disposed horizontally to produce a thrust to move the boat in reverse; 
and 

b) a securing mechanism attaching the means for propelling to the boat, wherein the 
direction of thrust from the propeller is rotated through a 360 degree arc as the propeller is 
pivoted about the horizontal axis to propel the boat in every one of a forward direction, a neutral 
left thrust turning direction, a reverse direction, and a neutral right thrust turning direction. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ajay Vasudeva whose telephone number is (571) 272-6689. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 12:00 - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joe Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,583 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3617 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ajay Vasudeva 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 
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